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Big Ideas:
Culture
Communication
Personal Growth

Enduring Understandings:

Culture:

1. Interpretation of historical and current events is prejudiced by cultural perspective.

2. Intertwining histories of two or more countries generate commonalities in their respective languages and cultures.

3. Studying other cultures offers insights into our own.

4. Analyzing a culture’s aesthetic and moral values facilitates communication with and understanding of its people. 

5. The ability to communicate with a culture’s population in its native language is key to exploring that culture.

Communication:


1. Different meanings are conveyed through different combinations of word choice, syntax, intonation and physical expression.

2. The lexicon, accent, intonation, and syntax of the same language may vary in different countries, regions and neighborhoods.

3. Language is subject to a constant evolution that is dictated by geography and culture as well as linguistic trends.

4. Language acquisition is facilitated by a keen observation of its grammatical patterns, phonological trends and exchange with culture.  

5. Language acquisition is accelerated by repeated exposure to the spoken language as well as the perceived need to speak only the target language (immersion).

6. One must consistently practice listening, speaking, reading and writing a foreign language to gain proficiency and therefore effectively communicate.

7. Spoken language is not a pure reflection of written language.

8. Translation does not involve a one-to-one correspondence of words from French to English but rather the idiomatic understanding and conversion of “chunks” of meaning.

9. Orthographic symbols, such as accents, can alter a word’s pronunciation and are often a trace of the word’s origin or evolution.

10. A language comprises several different systems, i.e. phonology, morphology, syntax.  In each system, a whole unit is made up of parts.  By understanding these parts, we can interpret the meaning of the whole.

Personal Growth:

1. Knowledge of French language and culture opens doors in the academic, political and professional worlds.

2. Studying a foreign language contributes significantly to one’s understanding of the structure of his or her native language.

3. Learning others’ way of life conquers xenophobia, which is a barrier to learning.

4. Differences in language and culture make the world more rich and interesting.

5. Communicating in a foreign language can lead to the discovery of different aspects of the self and allows for a fuller interaction with the world around us.
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